, and Ivan Amar, also from RFI, for his program "La danse des mots" (December 12, 2013). Estienne Louis invited me to a wonderful conference in Brazzaville (Republic of Congo) in November 2013 and was a most gracious host. Karl Rössel and Theo Bruns have made great efforts to make my work known in Germany, and I thank them for their criticism and encouragement. I also owe many thanks to Dietrich Klose for selecting photos from his collection at historicmedia.de and to Jean-François Mouragues for sending me photos from his own collection.
The book is dedicated to my parents Florian and Monika Scheck, who inspired a love of classical music, reading, and learning in me, and to my thoughtful and intellectually curious daughter Sophia (born 2005), my only child who has not yet had a book dedicated to her. My father taught me French during a summer vacation when I was eight, and I want him to know how much I have come to appreciate this despite my passionate protests at the time. The dedication to my mother has taken a sad note because she passed away on July 20, 2014, during the production phase of this manuscript. I will always be grateful for her kindness and generosity. 
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